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ter ftihfervient to the viewing both near and diflintl 
Objects, with the Description of a Natural reletting 
Micro/cope. VH. Ext rail of Two Letters, the one to 
Dr. William Gibbons, Fellow of the College of Phyfi- 
tians, London; the other to Mr. Nicholas Staphorft, 
Operator in Chymijlry at Apothecaries-Hall , from 
Mr. Edward Coles, giving an Account of a Red Co- 
lour. produced by Mixture of a Sulphureous Spirit, with a 
Volatile Alkali. ViU.A Note Communicated by Mr Hill, 
confirming the great Age of Henry Jenkins, mentio- 
ned Numb 2i r. p. z6$> of thefe Tranfatlions. 
VI { I. An Account of the making Pitch, Tar, and Oyl, 
out of a blackifh Stone in Shropshire, Communicated 
by Mr. Martin Ele, the Inventor of it. IX. Account 
of a Book. Marcelli Malpighii Philofophi Of Medici 
Bononienjis e Regia Soc. Lond. Opera Pofthuma Fig. 
ieneis illufirata qui bus prafixa efl ejufdem Fit a a feip- 
jo Scrip a Lond. Impenfis A. & j. Churchill, ad In- 
figne nigricygni in Vico ditlo Pater-nofter-row, 165*7. 
in Fol. 



I. fart of a Letter from Dr. Ricbardfon , 
containing a Relation of Subterraneous Trees, 
Dug up at Youle in Yorkshire. 

I Have had the opportunity /ince I was with you Jaft 
to fee ft veral, Subterraneous Trees, dug up at a 
place- ciiled Toule, about Twelve Miles below Tork , 
upon rhe River Humber. There are feveral Perfons 
there which are called Tryers, who, with a long piece 
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of Iron, fearch in the (oft and boggy Ground f@r thefe 
Trees ; and by this way of Tryal, can, in a great Mea- 
sure, difcover the length and thicknefs of thefe Trees, 
and get a Lively hood by it. Some are (b large, that they 
are ufed for Timber in building Houfes, which is faid 
to bs more durable than Oak itfelf; others are fplit into 
Lathes, others are cut into long Chips, and tied up in 
Bundles, and fent to the Market Towns feveral Miles 
off to light Tobacco. Thofe that I viewed, were all 
broken off from the Roots ■, I fuppofe by violence of 
Storm or Water, or both ; and upon Enquiry do find, 
that they are all after the fame manner-. Th? fe Tryers 
do affirm, that at three or four Yards depth they find 
flumps of Trees broken off; fbme two, three or four 
Foot from the Ground, and to be exactly the fame 
Wood with the Subterraneous Trees. Upon the flrft 
fight of theft, I was induced to embrace an Opinion 
that I had long ago laid afide, (viz?) that thefe are re- 
ally Firr-trees or Pine-trees ; the Country People here- 
about call them Firr-wood. The bate or texture of this 
Wood is the fame with Firr, eafily fplkting : If burnt, 
it fends out the fame Rofinous Smell , and it af- 
fords the fame Coale. The Branches generally grow in 
Circles, as the Knots do yet teftifle : The Knots do 
eafily part from the reft of the Wood, as is ufual in Firr- 
Wood. The ftreightnefs and length of thefe Trees, 
are alfo a preemption, that they mufl be fuch j, if one 
confider that fome of thefe are nigh a Hundred Foot 
long j and at the bottom, not much above a Foot in 
Diameter. They affirmed to me, that their tops lay all 
one way, (viz.) with the Current of the Water. There 
are alfo Oaks found there, though not in fo great quan- 
tity. The Vitriolick parts of the Earth (in which they 
have lain, hath given them a black Tincture quite 
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through, which (when wrought and poIMh'd fine) is 
not much inferior to Ebony. This Wood doth not c- 
mit the fame fmell when burnt, with that called Firr- 
wood ; therefore I hope the fmell of that Wood will 
not be attributed to the Bituminous parts of the Earth 
in which it hath lain. About Sixty or Seventy Years 
ago , feveral Dutch Men undertook to dreyn a large 
Mardh in that place ; and in cutting a Channel in the 
dry Ground betwixt the Fen and the River. At the 
firft threw up a rich and firm Soil, afterwards they met 
with a Stratum of Sand, under that a Stratum of Bog- 
gy Ground, in which they found of theft Subterrane- 
ous Trees, and under that firm Ground ; and as a Gen- 
tleman attefted to me, who had it from feverai Perfbns 
then living , that were Eye-witneflcs , that the firm 
Ground in fome places lay ridge and furrow. There 
are feveral of thele Roots of Trees to befeen in the 
Channel at low Water, to this day. That thefe Trees 
are Natives of this place, and not brought hither by a 
Foreign Deluge, I prefume almoil demonftrable, though 
now there are neither Firr nor Pine growing naturally 
here, nor have been in the Memory of any Man,* 
neither doth there remain any Tradition of the growth 
of fuch. The place (where thefe Trees are found) is 
a long fiat on the one fide, bounded by the (raging) 
River Humber, which often breaks its Banks. Nigh 
this place the Dun empties itfelf into the River Hum- 
ber. 
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